
Q3 Meeting Hunter CLSD, 15th August 10am – 12pm, Muloobinba/Newcastle
Theme: coercive control and changes to family law

Agenda Item Discussion

Acknowledgement of country
10:00

Purpose of meeting 10.05 A. CLSD Program Objective: to work collaboratively to identify and address unmet legal and related
non-legal needs of people in the Hunter region. We do this by:
- making better referrals/ referral pathways
- working on projects and devising new services, and
- coordinating our efforts.

B. Meeting Objective:

● Practice identifying legal issues, amongst a range of issues, to ensure services know about other
services’ eligibility and referral processes

● Plan collaborative CLSD events
● To gain an understanding of the issues being faced by people in the Newcastle and Hunter

regions and seek ways for more effective support from services
● Relationship building; for people to get to know one another and work towards justice

partnerships

Introductions 10.10 Relational exercise (who’s first meeting? If you’ve attended before, what value do you see in CLSD
partnerships?)

Guest speaker: Amber Field from
the Hunter Community Legal
Centre 10.20- 10.50

Updates to coercive control and family law legislation

Legal Issue spotting exercise with
the Aboriginal Legal Service 10.50

Use of coercive control case study (see over page) and the Legal Aid tool here.

Action Plan Stocktake/Current
issues in the region 11:30

Hunter CLSD Action Plan 2022- 2024 and Regional Profile and Data
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https://www.legalaid.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/legalaidnsw/documents/pdf/ways-to-get-help/community-legal-education-(cle)/Law%20Check%20Up%20Client%20Referral%20form.pdf
https://www.legalaid.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/legalaidnsw/documents/pdf/about-us/our-partners/cooperative-legal-service-delivery-program/hunter-partnership/clsd-hunter-action-plan-2022-2024.pdf.coredownload.pdf
https://www.legalaid.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/legalaidnsw/documents/pdf/about-us/our-partners/cooperative-legal-service-delivery-program/hunter-partnership/clsd-hunter-regional-profile.pdf.coredownload.pdf


● Fines and fine debt are relatively high in the Newcastle area (see next page)
● Homelessness in the Newcastle region. What are services seeing?
● Birth certificates - is there a need for a local event?
● Community Legal Education- CLSD projects: consent workshops in highschools? Who can

assist?

Upcoming events 11:45 Hunter Homeless Connect Day Wednesday 21st August
Free legal observer training with Hunter Community Legal Centre (online), Friday 23 August

Next CLSD Hunter meeting 11: 55 Legal services only meeting in preparation for the Hunter CLSD region action plan 2025-2027, more
details to be confirmed soon.

  Case Study – Coercive Control

Marlee talks to you about some challenges she has been having. She mentions she has a lot going on at the moment and that her partner is
being very controlling but that it’s not a big deal and she does not want to cause trouble with him. You ask her more and she says that he has
been accessing her social media accounts and checking her messages and telling her where she can and can’t go. He thinks she is speaking
with a male a friend online and has told her she is not allowed to speak with him. She also tells you that he recently took her bank card when he
went to work and she had no access to money to get food for her or her two children that day. He often uses her car and gets fines and also
tells Marlee that she should contact Centrelink to tell them she is single and try to get the single parent payment (even though they are still
together). Marlee is clearly very stressed but does not want to make the situation worse. You convince Marlee that she should talk to a solicitor
about her situation. What are some of the legal issues you think Marlee has?

- What are the indicators of coercive control?
- What other legal issues is Marlee facing?
- What other issues is Malee facing?
- Who could you refer her to for support?
- Are there any gaps that you are unable to support her with?
- If Marlee identified as Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander, would this change your plan of support for her?
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Overdue fines, postcode 2300- Newcastle, Cooks Hill, The Hill, Newcastle East, Bar Beach

Source: https://www.apps09.revenue.nsw.gov.au/customer_service/forms/dashboard/overduefines, accessed 13/5/24.
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https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=759d932aa00bb03e&rlz=1C5MACD_en&sxsrf=ADLYWIJECraWRZ5KwNirTPNokjubauVaQg:1722815971634&q=Newcastle,+New+South+Wales&si=ACC90nyvvWro6QmnyY1IfSdgk5wwjB1r8BGd_IWRjXqmKPQqm-7J1sFMVCNQbyWuTin_ioQspgR9V5OEsbheimgUSuSn-FN0ula4aTeaZx7E4WyMddh7aqa8sUYbXHaAQaHTMeuaUEzljkIRj6p9rbxD18fpB6B0RlfLG3rzXf9i9G8XpHG2v9GN2FWPhoZbvWm_y9CauiGdNS-ZKBaisyqWbNsc-dCFdPC5zejRPNeaFZhMoAVKlpgG80olQwm7hQSeB8c_WCYj_rPJT_636N-02e3fd8ZT1B_C0H-H8GvqFV4FDlWdY6o%3D&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=2ahUKEwi1tYLQxdyHAxWoTGwGHbCjABYQmxMoAXoECC0QAw
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=759d932aa00bb03e&rlz=1C5MACD_en&sxsrf=ADLYWIJECraWRZ5KwNirTPNokjubauVaQg:1722815971634&q=Cooks+Hill&si=ACC90ny8E30vD16OoPAAI4cStfcliGy35W8UAhb0TsHNc_ISQZWub-fAFpTVUOSlEfRyTLtjFTn6XsHEZoeI97IDUwoHErtNEiPFBd5XrJ47fzK__06wOsFGZvGEOjgTPz6o66Cx1ZVCjJUFXjNJcep6JACh6pjjhuLSI3dsYeFivG6LBNZmdMp3CyhojvbNfXsio0EelCfgLIT2-9dkBYRSqa87SxCgcW5FykjtsU1ALtmrmXwP7awcQ4gJtP9u3YenarOTYDuJmM_4lniUGlqJyUngMUijcQ%3D%3D&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=2ahUKEwi1tYLQxdyHAxWoTGwGHbCjABYQmxMoAnoECC0QBA
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=759d932aa00bb03e&rlz=1C5MACD_en&sxsrf=ADLYWIJECraWRZ5KwNirTPNokjubauVaQg:1722815971634&q=The+Hill,+New+South+Wales&si=ACC90ny8E30vD16OoPAAI4cStfcliGy35W8UAhb0TsHNc_ISQRYRAULHRjxpWz1XHhdRQdXOMp9Dg5IUMhmZjfGXeWMA62EY2w-kwFbT4kEwyn-Rs13TR5qkohgE1NvBuJ_Sin-GWErPF3-fRWz-QSYyhh2m93M3Lvej-1Mj-JmUQbXjfMKnEYRn0GiXh1nS5rdhyuydqXgspk91OrhLwkHZEeG83iqyEd70MMUUbZGYduFfkqY3jrYyBRcpVmqFiLs5wQLTEMc6f-2KVtVHoHXFm_TBYGcwMrtHUSy47dURDkVV5nhn2aE%3D&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=2ahUKEwi1tYLQxdyHAxWoTGwGHbCjABYQmxMoA3oECC0QBQ
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=759d932aa00bb03e&rlz=1C5MACD_en&sxsrf=ADLYWIJECraWRZ5KwNirTPNokjubauVaQg:1722815971634&q=Newcastle+East&si=ACC90ny8E30vD16OoPAAI4cStfcliGy35W8UAhb0TsHNc_ISQSsvgHzt8mMif16Zd4NT4-32fQ8QsYHISA3OYHYMyrG_2soZ0_oBEdMkMRbMJtDqqOXbzv-2ylAhe9ihN2EF6ZEJSaGADglN9RrL0iDG76pYqL9cHhQYRof88i4X4dCzDvWgBpNGYXeobHbrukTKF8EHkFCzXRnZfxdLmY2InjJSbrYskWEb6v1ERYuTznvIwK8Ziu_qA5A5ZRT_fPuQG15kP0O8NXCyny0v2DemzJdDkqhfNw%3D%3D&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=2ahUKEwi1tYLQxdyHAxWoTGwGHbCjABYQmxMoBHoECC0QBg
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=759d932aa00bb03e&rlz=1C5MACD_en&sxsrf=ADLYWIJECraWRZ5KwNirTPNokjubauVaQg:1722815971634&q=Bar+Beach&si=ACC90ny8E30vD16OoPAAI4cStfcliGy35W8UAhb0TsHNc_ISQd3iwfpiQiQCYMa-0IJAAzUnv7wGXImnn7q6xkKKXJrclPs3rBejYF-ni965sG-r7T8pfOou_OimEz3Q9yQklVhRbvjDVlgunxQlBQZ81e2aRPUEzcxm2uZ1N7aRZWKl3gsklF1-BmNynA7fgE15JiQco-AdxFTXOYib-HX3h_0Ue78F8ZzknRDA7DyoWUxOS2EaHs8mBggb7yQnoWV6c-g7L0TF1bZjs0Slm1sJvIW9NGnKKQ%3D%3D&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=2ahUKEwi1tYLQxdyHAxWoTGwGHbCjABYQmxMoBXoECC0QBw
https://www.apps09.revenue.nsw.gov.au/customer_service/forms/dashboard/overduefines

