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New agreement helps reduce the number of children entering foster care 

  

Almost 2,000 families in NSW have received early legal advice under a landmark 

agreement to help prevent their children being taken into care. 

  

The agreement introduced and implemented by the NSW Government in October 

last year, involves a partnership between Legal Aid NSW, the Aboriginal Legal 

Service, and the Department of Communities and Justice (DCJ). The agreement 

ensures all families, particularly Aboriginal families, are guided towards early legal 

advice where there is a risk of a child being removed from their care. 

  

The Legal Assistance for Families Partnership Agreement (LAFPA) is aimed in part 

at reducing the over-representation of Aboriginal children in out-of-home care. The 

new data about the partnership follows the recent release of a report from the Office 

of the Advocate for Children and Young People that raised concerns about 

emergency accommodation for children in care.  

  

“Providing legal advice before a child is removed enables the family to explore other 

care options,” says Legal Aid NSW Family Law Executive Director Katie Kelso. 

  

“Those options can include placing the child with extended family members. This 

often enables a child to maintain contact with their parents and other loved ones 

“We know that outcomes are better for children when we can keep them with family 

where it is safe to do so. We know from the Family is Culture report that for 

Aboriginal children - who are 10 times more likely to enter foster care - placement 

with family or kin maintains vital connections to culture and community.  

  

“These alternative care arrangements involving family members can potentially 

prevent some of the adverse outcomes of foster care, such as children being 

subjected to harm[1] or being at increased risk of engagement with the criminal 

justice system.”[2] 

  

Case study  

  

Of the clients who have received advice from Legal Aid through this LAFPA initiative, 

34 percent identify as Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander. 

  

Aboriginal woman Sue* was about to have her children removed because of 

concerns about substance abuse. The Department of Communities and Justice were 

at her house, and about to commence the removal paperwork, when an urgent 

referral for advice from Legal Aid was made by DCJ staff.  

  

https://auc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?ui=en-US&rs=en-US&wopisrc=https%3A%2F%2Flegalaidnsw.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2FCommunicationsTeam%2F_vti_bin%2Fwopi.ashx%2Ffiles%2F17451be2f35443c9ab0e9b61f14fb355&wdorigin=TEAMS-MAGLEV.teamsSdk_ns.rwc&wdexp=TEAMS-TREATMENT&wdhostclicktime=1733354486736&wdenableroaming=1&wdfr=1&mscc=1&hid=75626AA1-7090-4000-2BF9-E5C2AA404F95.0&uih=sharepointcom&wdlcid=en-US&jsapi=1&jsapiver=v2&corrid=5c2d9de0-fefd-ab24-56fd-39f4aa6815f9&usid=5c2d9de0-fefd-ab24-56fd-39f4aa6815f9&newsession=1&sftc=1&uihit=docaspx&muv=1&cac=1&sams=1&mtf=1&sfp=1&sdp=1&hch=1&hwfh=1&dchat=1&sc=%7B%22pmo%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Flegalaidnsw.sharepoint.com%22%2C%22pmshare%22%3Atrue%7D&ctp=LeastProtected&rct=Normal&csc=1&instantedit=1&wopicomplete=1&wdredirectionreason=Unified_SingleFlush#_ftn1
https://auc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?ui=en-US&rs=en-US&wopisrc=https%3A%2F%2Flegalaidnsw.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2FCommunicationsTeam%2F_vti_bin%2Fwopi.ashx%2Ffiles%2F17451be2f35443c9ab0e9b61f14fb355&wdorigin=TEAMS-MAGLEV.teamsSdk_ns.rwc&wdexp=TEAMS-TREATMENT&wdhostclicktime=1733354486736&wdenableroaming=1&wdfr=1&mscc=1&hid=75626AA1-7090-4000-2BF9-E5C2AA404F95.0&uih=sharepointcom&wdlcid=en-US&jsapi=1&jsapiver=v2&corrid=5c2d9de0-fefd-ab24-56fd-39f4aa6815f9&usid=5c2d9de0-fefd-ab24-56fd-39f4aa6815f9&newsession=1&sftc=1&uihit=docaspx&muv=1&cac=1&sams=1&mtf=1&sfp=1&sdp=1&hch=1&hwfh=1&dchat=1&sc=%7B%22pmo%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Flegalaidnsw.sharepoint.com%22%2C%22pmshare%22%3Atrue%7D&ctp=LeastProtected&rct=Normal&csc=1&instantedit=1&wopicomplete=1&wdredirectionreason=Unified_SingleFlush#_ftn2
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The telephone advice provided by Legal Aid’s Family Law Service for Aboriginal 

Communities enabled Sue to nominate a maternal grandmother who could care for 

the children while their mother completed residential rehabilitation. This arrangement 

ensured they were looked after by a family member rather than being placed in care. 

  

Minister for Families and Communities, Kate Washington said the agreement 

was part of the Minns Labor Government’s commitment to reducing the 

number of children entering care.  

  

"This partnership agreement is important in ensuring that families have the 

information and legal advice they need when they come into contact with the child 

protection system.  

  

“By lining up legal advice, the NSW Government is backing families to come up with 

solutions to stay safely together,  

  

“I thank Legal Aid and ALS for this powerful partnership that’s already showing signs 

of success. 

  

Quotes from Karly Warner, Aboriginal Legal Service (NSW/ACT) Limited CEO  

  

“Caseworkers are 12 times more likely to remove Aboriginal children from their 

homes than non-Aboriginal children.3 This growing over-representation is 

unacceptable and it’s denying Aboriginal children their rights to grow up safe and 

strong in community and culture.   

  

“By providing early legal advice, we can empower families to find the solutions that 

are best for them and their kids. We can reduce the risk of a child being removed 

from their family, home, school, Country, cultural connections, and everything they 

know.   

  

“The Legal Assistance for Families Partnership Agreement is the result of a 

recommendation from the Aboriginal-led Family Is Culture Review.  

 
[1] Child protection Australia 2022–23, Data - Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (aihw.gov.au) 
[2] Children in out-of-home care and the criminal justice system: A mixed-method study (aic.gov.au)  

ENDS 

 

 

Media contacts: 

 

Legal Aid NSW | Georgia Clark | media@legalaid.nsw.gov.au | 0438 606 092 

 

Aboriginal Legal Service (NSW/ACT) | Alyssa Robinson | 

alyssa.robinson@alsnswact.org.au | 0427 346 017 

https://auc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?ui=en-US&rs=en-US&wopisrc=https%3A%2F%2Flegalaidnsw.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2FCommunicationsTeam%2F_vti_bin%2Fwopi.ashx%2Ffiles%2F17451be2f35443c9ab0e9b61f14fb355&wdorigin=TEAMS-MAGLEV.teamsSdk_ns.rwc&wdexp=TEAMS-TREATMENT&wdhostclicktime=1733354486736&wdenableroaming=1&wdfr=1&mscc=1&hid=75626AA1-7090-4000-2BF9-E5C2AA404F95.0&uih=sharepointcom&wdlcid=en-US&jsapi=1&jsapiver=v2&corrid=5c2d9de0-fefd-ab24-56fd-39f4aa6815f9&usid=5c2d9de0-fefd-ab24-56fd-39f4aa6815f9&newsession=1&sftc=1&uihit=docaspx&muv=1&cac=1&sams=1&mtf=1&sfp=1&sdp=1&hch=1&hwfh=1&dchat=1&sc=%7B%22pmo%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Flegalaidnsw.sharepoint.com%22%2C%22pmshare%22%3Atrue%7D&ctp=LeastProtected&rct=Normal&csc=1&instantedit=1&wopicomplete=1&wdredirectionreason=Unified_SingleFlush#_ftnref1
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/Child*20protection*20Australia*202022**B23,*20Data*20-*20Australian*20Institute*20of*20Health*20and*20Welfare*20(aihw.gov.au)__;JSUl4oCTJSUlJSUlJSUl!!DlDNkMLzYnLl!Lm5DCacTPxxOEG-_9YbBfD8LW9MCDMTTgj5ZKc4JCRZgIk_yVs0zin6QHUAAEKwjXLO0D_9XxNO7FfK9Kzg5zhOBeI6_u4HY005VF_U$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https*3a*2f*2faihw.gov.au&c=E,1,14hfr0PLh2Pax8YJ5LOQ1SsO8JdUvS21Ki3Js6BxaCaMu95dzLKFlcxsnMzcjAdZcOEyuf9dnkMwVqC5z96xCjKN0H8xSbWBzxbiHzfoQHv9AjCrLQk9L2iC1pU,&typo=1&ancr_add=1__;JSUl!!DlDNkMLzYnLl!JMTIE4d2jxlXPyODMdlP6H_pInNe4F1lJWb3Z3wvkwhbpRJ94QfhWPGhdE0MJtMm8MfQIOfc2Q75zstgRIh0FhWjF3dZYgW5HfBSTUjhLGrGKg$
https://auc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?ui=en-US&rs=en-US&wopisrc=https%3A%2F%2Flegalaidnsw.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2FCommunicationsTeam%2F_vti_bin%2Fwopi.ashx%2Ffiles%2F17451be2f35443c9ab0e9b61f14fb355&wdorigin=TEAMS-MAGLEV.teamsSdk_ns.rwc&wdexp=TEAMS-TREATMENT&wdhostclicktime=1733354486736&wdenableroaming=1&wdfr=1&mscc=1&hid=75626AA1-7090-4000-2BF9-E5C2AA404F95.0&uih=sharepointcom&wdlcid=en-US&jsapi=1&jsapiver=v2&corrid=5c2d9de0-fefd-ab24-56fd-39f4aa6815f9&usid=5c2d9de0-fefd-ab24-56fd-39f4aa6815f9&newsession=1&sftc=1&uihit=docaspx&muv=1&cac=1&sams=1&mtf=1&sfp=1&sdp=1&hch=1&hwfh=1&dchat=1&sc=%7B%22pmo%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Flegalaidnsw.sharepoint.com%22%2C%22pmshare%22%3Atrue%7D&ctp=LeastProtected&rct=Normal&csc=1&instantedit=1&wopicomplete=1&wdredirectionreason=Unified_SingleFlush#_ftnref2
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.aic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-09/CRG_221617_final_report.pdf__;!!DlDNkMLzYnLl!Lm5DCacTPxxOEG-_9YbBfD8LW9MCDMTTgj5ZKc4JCRZgIk_yVs0zin6QHUAAEKwjXLO0D_9XxNO7FfK9Kzg5zhOBeI6_u4HYuuQLa6Y$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https*3a*2f*2faic.gov.au&c=E,1,wEzS5ckvNavdTYtAuk9v2Wc5dUp-5nhYEBCjUxb5priZZbULoFvpRk5F1vdDB0p2M5_vmP7FJ1Hr0OzAtg-mghCsKMjQPye0SSGLyTezZg,,&typo=1&ancr_add=1__;JSUl!!DlDNkMLzYnLl!JMTIE4d2jxlXPyODMdlP6H_pInNe4F1lJWb3Z3wvkwhbpRJ94QfhWPGhdE0MJtMm8MfQIOfc2Q75zstgRIh0FhWjF3dZYgW5HfBSTUhMaqBsIw$
mailto:media@lergalaid.nsw.gov.au
mailto:alyssa.robinson@alsnswact.org.au

